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DETAILED ACTION 
Summary 

On August 9, 2005, an Office Action was mailed to the Applicant rejecting claims 
1-65. On May 2, 2006, the Applicant responded with arguments 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention Is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-65 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Landry 
(5,649, 1 1 7) in view of Nishiyama (6,421 ,693). 

Landry discloses the invention substantially as claimed (as set forth in the 
previous Office Action); however, Landry does not disclose a sensing device operated 
by the user, the indicating data being indicative of the identity of the form and of a 
position of the sensing device relative to the form, the indicating data having been 
generated by the sensing device using at least some of the coded data it sense when 
placed in an operative position relative to the form, and identifying the indicating data 
having been generated by the sensing device using at least some of the coded data it 
sensed when placed in an operative position relative to the form, and identifying from 
the indicating data; receiving, in the computer system, data regarding movement of the 
sensing device relative to the form, the sensing device sensing its movement relative to 
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the form using at least some of the coded data, and identifying, in the computer system 
and from said movement being at least partially within said at least one zone; 
interpreting, in the computer system, said movement of the sensing device as it relates 
to said at least one parameter; the parameter is a text parameter of the bill paying 
transaction, identifying, in the computer system, that the potential purchaser has 
entered handwritten text data by means of the sensing device and effecting, in the 
computer system, an operation associated with the text parameter; converting 
handwritten text to computer text; a payer has entered a handwritten signature by 
means of the sensing device and effecting, in the computer system, an operation 
associated with the authorization parameter; the sensing device contains an 
identification means which imparts a unique identity to the sensing device and identifies 
it as belonging to a particular potential purchaser; sensing device includes a marking 
nib; the sensing device captures data, time-varying location data forming a series of 
strokes from which digital ink is derived; the digital ink derived from a signature zone 
being used to recognize or authenticate a user; or the sensing device comprises a 
wireless pen interface and a transmission of digital ink from the wireless pen interface 
further comprises bio-metric information derived from bio-metric data captured by the 
pen interface. Nishiyama teaches a method and corresponding system for 
automatically populating documents comprising a sensing device operated by the user, 
the indicating data being indicative of the identity of the form and of a position of the 
sensing device relative to the form, the indicating data having been generated by the 
sensing device using at least some of the coded data it sense when placed in an 
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operative position relative to the form, and identifying the indicating data having been 
generated by the sensing device using at least some of the coded data it sensed when 
placed in an operative position relative to the form, and identifying from the indicating 
data (col.1, line 55 to col. 3, line 30); receiving, in the computer system, data regarding 
movement of the sensing device relative to the form, the sensing device sensing its 
movement relative to the form using at least some of the coded data, and identifying, in 
the computer system and from said movement being at least partially within said at least 
one zone (col.1, line 55 to col. 3, line 30); interpreting, in the computer system, said 
movement of the sensing device as it relates to said at least one parameter (col.1, line 
55 to col. 3, line 30); the parameter is a text parameter of the bill paying transaction, 
identifying, in the computer system, that the potential purchaser has entered 
handwritten text data by means of the sensing device and effecting, in the computer 
system, an operation associated with the text parameter (col.1, line 55 to col. 3, line 30); 
converting handwritten text to computer text; a payer has entered a handwritten 
signature by means of the sensing device and effecting, in the computer system, an 
operation associated with the authorization parameter; the sensing device contains an 
identification means which imparts a unique identity to the sensing device and identifies 
it as belonging to a particular potential purchaser (col.1, line 55 to col. 3, line 30); 
sensing device includes a marking nib (col.1, line 55 to col. 3, line 30); the sensing 
device captures data, time-varying location data forming a series of strokes from which 
digital ink is derived (col.1 . line 55 to col. 3, line 30); the digital ink derived from a 
signature zone being used to recognize or authenticate a user (col.1, line 55 to coL3, 
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line 30); and the sensing device comprises a wireless pen interi'ace and a transmission 
of digital ink from the wireless pen interface further comprises bio-metric information 
derived from bio-metric data captured by the pen interface (col.1, line 55 to col.3, line 
30). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate a sensing device operated by the user, the indicating 
data being indicative of the identity of the form and of a position of the sensing device 
relative to the form, the indicating data having been generated by the sensing device 
using at least some of the coded data it sense when placed in an operative position 
relative to the form, and identifying the indicating data having been generated by the 
sensing device using at least some of the coded data it sensed when placed in an 
operative position relative to the form, and identifying from the indicating data; receiving, 
in the computer system, data regarding movement of the sensing device relative to the 
form, the sensing device sensing its movement relative to the form using at least some 
of the coded data, and identifying, in the computer system and from said movement 
being at least partially within said at least one zone; interpreting, in the computer 
system, said movement of the sensing device as it relates to said at least one 
parameter; the parameter is a text parameter of the bill paying transaction, identifying, in 
the computer system, that the potential purchaser has entered handwritten text data by 
means of the sensing device and effecting, in the computer system, an operation 
associated with the text parameter; converting handwritten text to computer text; a 
payer has entered a handwritten signature by means of the sensing device and 
effecting, in the computer system, an operation associated with the authorization 
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parameter; the sensing device contains an identification means which imparts a unique 
identity to the sensing device and identifies it as belonging to a particular potential 
purchaser; sensing device includes a marking nib; the sensing device captures data, 
time-varying location data forming a series of strokes from which digital ink is derived; 
the digital ink derived from a signature zone being used to recognize or authenticate a 
user; and the sensing device comprises a wireless pen interface and a transmission of 
digital ink from the wireless pen interface further comprises bio-metric information 
derived from bio-metric data captured by the pen interface, as suggested by Nishiyama 
into the invention to disclosed by Landry, to allow for information that the user is filling in 
on a form to be uploaded into a form for Internet bill paying. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-65 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lalita M. Hamilton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6743. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursday (6:30-2:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Trammel James can be reached on (571) 272-6712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 8p0-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Lalija M.lHamilton 
Pnmary Examiner, 3624 



